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At a time when all Christians, baptized and sent, are 
urged to strengthen their missionary identity, aware-
ness, and skills for the sake of their engagement in the 
world, Fr. Colzani here shares his reflections on the 
Church’s mission and witnessing of faith, as a tool for 
missionary formation and pastoral guidance. 
By enabling a thorough understanding of how mission 
represents not only the very nature of the Church (cf. Ad 
Gentes 2), but also its origin, purpose, and life, Church’s 
Mission: History, Theology and the Way Forward is a 
precious contribution to the discussion encouraged by 
Pope Francis on “how to render the work of the missio 
ad gentes more effective” for the sake of the young 
Churches in missionary territories, as well as of those 
Churches of more ancient tradition in need of renewed 
evangelization. 
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Fr. Gianni Colzani is a Catholic priest of the Archdiocese of Milan and taught Systematic Theology in Mila-
nese seminaries, at P.I.M.E., at the Catholic University of Milan, and the Theological Faculty of Florence. 
Currently, he is Emeritus Professor of Mission Theology at the Faculty of Missiology of the Pontifical Urba-
niana University in Rome. Fr. Colzani is the author of numerous books on missiology, theological anthro-
pology, eschatology, and Mariology. Among them, the collection of essays Pensare la missione. Scritti editi 
e inediti [Thinking on Mission. Published and Unpublished Studies], UUP 2012, which features a wide bibli-
ography of Fr. Colzani’s works.
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And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all people to myself 

(John 12:32)
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